Psychiatric Genetics is a relatively new field that was defined by groups of researchers interested in the familial aggregation of psychiatric disorders, and spurred on by the escalating new field of molecular genetics beginning in the 1980s. This manuscript contributes to a special issue honoring the career of Elliot S. Gershon, a true pioneer and critical thinker, who contributed substantially to the development of this field and also its stimulating meetings that brought colleagues together to discuss the latest research findings. It details the role Dr. Gershon played in establishing the precursor of the International Society of Psychiatric Genetics (ISPG) and how he remains in a leadership role on its Board of Directors and was honored with one of the ISPG Lifetime Achievement Awards.
Some of the earliest refinement of family study methodology was published by Elliot Gershon with colleagues in the 1970s and early 1980s (e.g., [5, 6] ). The landmark discovery of the Huntington's gene in 1982 [7] then led to early investigations in the Gershon laboratory to using similar methodology to finding a gene for bipolar disorder and schizophrenia (e.g., [8] ). Dr. Gershon to examine a popular biological marker for schizophrenia, Platelet Monoamine Oxidase Acitivity (pMAO), and determine whether the activity was inherited and related to the inheritance of schizophrenia. The study design was to be using families with multiple ill members, comparing affected and non affected members. However, when, in preliminary studies, we determined that pMAO activity was lowered by antipsychotic medication [9] , the family studies were never pursued. About the same time, I attempted to engage Dr. Gershon in studies of the "Genain" Quadruplets, 4 monozygotic women, all of whom developed chronic schizophrenia. Again, this collaboration failed because Dr. Gershon was adamant that any studies of these women were essentially an "N" of "one" and thus would not advance the field further.
Nevertheless, my interest in genetics persisted and I joined the Gershon laboratory in 1984 to pursue the new field of molecular genetics in families with schizophrenia [10] [11] [12] , initially beginning by confirming the extent of the genetic effect in a carefully controlled new family study [13] . DeLisi from 1999 on for several years. These funds were able to provide a travel awardee program for students and young investigators. (3) A travel awardee rapporteur program was established in 2007 whereby coordinated reporting on sessions by travel awardees resulted in a later publication (e.g., [14] [15] [16] ) documenting the notable events of the congresses. (4) The following tables summarize the notable researchers who contributed to the leadership of the ISPG in its first 27 years and to the field of Psychiatric Genetics in general. Table 1 lists the officers and terms of office. Table 2 lists the names of Board members and their estimated terms of office. Table 3 lists the many international venues and the chairs of each that were sponsored by the ISPG and the named World Congress of Psychiatric Genetics (WCPG). Until 1996, these were biennial meetings and then quickly became annual congresses beginning in 1997 in Santa Fe. Table 4 lists the many awards and their recipients given by the ISPG to recognize achievements in psychiatric genetics. The first award was founded by T Reich and myself to honor two of the most eminent leaders in the field of psychiatric genetics at that time in 1992, Seymour Kety (for his adoption studies in Denmark) and George
Winokur (for the Iowa 500 family cohort). Timothy Crow: 1992 -1996 
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